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| Luke, xv. ver. 7. 1fay untogou that like- 
' wiſe joy ſhall be in' Heaven over one ſin- 
| zer that repenteth, more then over nine- 
| ty azd nine juſt perſons that need no rc» 
| pentance. | 


YHIS weighty Work of Repen- 
| tance, every Soul here preſent. 
| had need to take into con{idera- 
dn, to enter upon it, for when-the Lamp 
f our Lives 1s extinguiſhed, we immed1- 
rely drop into the infinite, endleſs, bot- 
omleſs Gulph of Eternity ; which no: 
ine can fathom , no Time can reach , 
ho Age can extend te, no Tongue can 
xpreſs: it is a duration always preſent ; 

being always in being : it 1s one per- 
a a ITT "" pexual 
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| luke, XV. Ver. 7. Tfay unto you that like- 
' Piſe joy ſhall be in' Heaven over one ſin-- 
| zer that repenteth, more then over nine- 

| 79 and nine juſt perſons that need no 70» 


| pentance. 


FY*HIS weighty Work of Repen- 
| tance, every Soul here preſent- 
had need to take into conlidera- 
n, to enter upon it, for when-the Lamp 
f our Lives 1s extinguiſhed, we rmmed1-: 
tely' drop into the infinite, endleſs, bot- 
omleſs Gulph of Eternity ; which no: 
Line can fathorn , no Time can reach ,' 
' ho Age can extend te, no Tongue can 
expreſs: it is a duration always prefent ; 
þ being always in being : 1t 1s one per- 
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penial Day, which thalnever ſee a! , 
vening, . Many are the Deſcription. 
the Ancients; and divers their Expreſy, 
ons concerning this Erernity, The A - p- 
tians conceived, That God was Eternal, 
and his duration and being to be proper. 
ly termd Frernity, reptefented the"Di- 
vine power by a Czrcle, which had nci-, 
ther beginning nor end. And hence it 
was, that the Ancient Ramans Eretted 
Temples, which they Dedicated to their 
Gods, 1n a Circular Figure. 


a toud arjd:roaring Voice; God ahyays 
hath heer, and ever will be, Thus we fee 


how theſe miſerable Heathens., who had} 
nolight but Nature; no-ocher Guide: but}dl 
thote lame and coprupted Principley 


which: were lf inchem after the Fall; 


did, notwithſtanding, {according to thei! 
broken and weak apprehen(ions).. tire{ 


gut themſe}i es jn he expreflion of Eter| 
ny; 


Nay, the[P 
Turks every morning aſcend into a high| 
Tower, bw/tin the faihion of the Zgyorf! 
tax Pyramids, where they devoutly13-} 
luretheirGod and Mabowmet,crytng with] 


aft 
tO « 
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my; however they vere unhappily 1g- 
norant in the ways of God, in this lite, 

t they earneſtly laboured to know 
what {hould b:come of themſelves here- 
after, and to find out the ſtite of thelite 
tocome. O how juſtly might I (were ir 


-| nota digretiion ) take upa Lamentation, 


and deplore the ſad condition of our 
times! how ſhort do we fa'l, even to the 
perfection of Hearhcns? hew few are 
there ((1n compariſon of the generality of 
People) thar” calt forth ſo much as a 
thought upon Eternity ? we hive here as 
it there was nolLite hereafter our Farth 
4$0ur Heaven, and our Pleaſures our Pa*+ 
gadice 3 we crown our Beds with Rcſe- 
byds, we eat of the Fat, and drink of the 


Sweet, and ſay in our Hearts, no Evill 


ſhall happen to us; but when we. have 
done all *tis nothing but vanity: Heat ts- 


eaſe will nor. grow 1n this Earthly Gar- 
den 2 the true reſt will not be found but 


11 the true place, the Eternal Zer»ſalem: ; 


Hound and intire Contentment hath: no 
4rooting in this Y Vorld. For asone hath 


A4 t 


[4] 


itexcellently 5 diſpoſe and marſhal gar 
things to thy hearts defire,yet ſhalt thogn | 
(do what thou can(t){till meet witlaugyabre 
cro{s or preſſure in the way. Sir 

is ſ0,let u. not then terminate our aftectſTh! 
ons in theſe carthly things, which areqGoc 
no continuance.,but let us iend ourHeanſhis 
before us to thoſe Heavenly Manſionþnd 
where they ſhall be Crowned with fulfhin 
neſs of Rtappineſs, and [hall ſwim bis 
{treams of Pleaſures for evermore. Jge 
Certainly there is no true reſt but th#ca 
whichis Eternal ; and the ſweeteſt nnd 
freſhmeat that our Souls can find ih tho 
VVYorld, conlifts in the ſerious Meditaly y 
on of the Joys to come, in devoting oem: 
(clves and all we have 1a his Service froſfo 
whom we have them, in truſting to hiie | 
and relying on them - for out of God tlie 
Soul findsno refting place to ſet her foſpis} 
on, but only Storms and Waves, Deaſpeat 
and Hell abide her.. When we have infeve 
proved our Contentments, in evaſiel 
height of our deſires, when wehave Pc 
tajned as much happineſs as the; wolpme; 


\ | 
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| angiye us; yet then we may perchance 
than the midit of our days, when our 
:brealts are full of Milk,and our bones full 
Aſof Marrow : or, ſuppoſe. we ſpin the 
eafThread of our Lives to a longer day, and 
reqGod Crown us here ; with the bleſing of 
eanjhis left hand, the comforts of this Late, 
jonþnd length of Years : yea, though all 
ſulfhings favour our longer continuance 1 
m hs Y Vorld, yet in the end, time and” 
ge will ryuine us; we {hall þring our 
-th&ears toan end, like a tale rhat 1s told, 
t oþnd ſhall vaniſh away like a ſhaddow . 
1 thÞ hovgh we live many years,and in them 
itaÞ) we rejoyce, yet in the end we ſhall 
7 ofemember. the days of Darkneſs ( faith 
frogolomon) and the time ſhall come, that 
» hifie Eye which ſaw us ſhall ſee no more; 
d tie Sun ſets and riſcth again; but we, 
r fohus ! when the Glaſs is run, and thethoxre 
)eaean of our Summers-Day is ſpent, _ 
e ingever return till our laſt Summons, whe! 
vaſe Dead ſhall hear the Voice of the, Sou 
e $.G0d, and they that beer it hall ive 4nd 
yorpme forth of their Graves, they that have 
; SE aone 
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done good to the ReſurreFion of Life, ne 
they that have done evil to the Reſurretiihy,, 
of Condemnation, both to Eternity 3 Sw 
there ſhall follow that large day that ſm 
never {hut in ; that infinite continuatgg 
of Time that ſhall never have end ; type 
unlimited Eternity, which ever hJhud 
been, and is,/ and will be the ſame faoa 
ver;- whenthe Sun ſhall no more iy, t 
her light by day, nor the Mood hh 
brightneſs by night, but God ſhall ic ; 
our light, and the Lord our Glory, kun 

Qh the unhappy Condition of Jgefi 
Age! who is there. that ponders tilt f} 
things with a digeſted meditation ? thy t} 
looks into the ſtate of his Soul with; 
ſerious Eye, and conlidererh his whaſc 
that endeavoprs to lay a good Foutith th 
on for the time to come 2 we' ſtand ey 
the Door of Eternity, and while webſted 
we are every day entring into it ; do 
but a ſtroke of Death, and we are g$do, 
even in a Moment, and whither? Fan) 
our ſhort and fading' Delights to an qof | 
leſs; eafele(s Gulph ; whete out WF an 

f 


ry 


EF 


 Wrever Dye, nor our Fire ſhall eve 
el. 
Sow let all thoſe who ſwim in the 
ms of their Voluptiouſneſs, putting 
rom them the Evil Day, who labour 
i tel from their Hearts and ftifle in 
 dbud, the ſad Confideration of their 
fooaching Intel icities; let them I (fay) 
v, that they may fall into their vaſt 
" Þh of Eternity when they leaſt ſuf 
allÞic; into which, when once they 
'« kunhappily plung'd themſelves, they 
of Fdefire Redemption but [hall not find 
St ſhall be one of their Torments to 
? ty they ſhall never be ont of Tor- 
vitht: All the Gold of Ophir cannot 
wihaſe them one. Minure of relief, 
ati their inexpreſſible Mifery. Bur 
an, even now is the Jubilee, now is the 
webpted time, now 15 the protmulgation 
- ;Krdon : there remains nothing for, 
e $$do, but to fue it forth; we need 
? Many hundreds of Years, or num- 
in dof Days to Redeem our miſpene 
W and to wafhi out our contratted 
Po- 


5) 
pollutions, no, one day will (thr 
Gods gracious favour and loving inf 

ence) procure more mercy here, $0 

ternity of time can obtain hereſÞ! 
one ligh from a true forrowful heartÞ 
ſhall Prevail to diſcharge more df! 
then infininite ages ſhall acquit v3 
tisfie for hereafter 3 Here Ged withÞ 
tience expeds our rep*ntance, but 
abuſe his forbearai:ce, and come nf! 
hereafter with fear and tremblingþ# 

{ball abide his Judgment. PF 

'O Let us now therefore be wiþÞ 
time, and remember our Creator uf 

days of gur Youth, before the evil 2 
come,and the years approacheth,wiÞ'0 
in we ſhall ay, we have no pleaſu li 
them : before our duſt return int” 
womb from whence it came, and"; 

Lungs be locked up into the Breaf'#* 

Earth, before that black and glq&® 

day, the day of Death and defſoliffly' 

appear tous,the which (if our timq#e 
pentance here prevent not our (pn 
will Seal up our Souls to Eternal 


9 

b-$6: Let us conſider, that whereſoever 
in ate) whatſoever we go about, we 
ret xd every minute of our time in the 
reprious preſence of an incomprehenſible 
art\bjcſty whoſe bright and moſt piercing 
& (£15 ten thouſand times clearer then 
- (£9un, Who knows all hearts, ſees all 
withions, unde: ftands all Countcls views 
uri} perfons, there's no: a Word in the 
= n@gue, and a thought in the heart, nor 
ingPar of Luſt in the Fleth, though ne- 
' Fo loftly blown, and ſecretly kind 
. wibut he beholds it altogether; he is 
or nar £0 hear, all havd to puniſh, and 
vil £2and where he pleaſes 3 all power 
1,wi rotect, and all grace to pardon, he 
eaſt finds not his Mercy ſhall teel his fu- 
intþ42d 3 ho among ft us can dwell with de- 
andfing Fare? who mmong ſt us ca dwell 
rea everlaſting burnings? If they, w ho 
"p40 In any. notorious Sin, did bnt 
Molly weigh how faſt they .go towards 
im{ernity of corments (fince by the 
ir a2mmand or ſtroke. of God, they 
nal $$ unavoidably hurld to.dearh and 

de- 


aver, Cy os "4% op 


- 
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d:ſtrution) certainly they would | 
for all the Kingdoms in Exrope, fo 
the treaſure in Aſie, nay, not for 
whole world, defer their repent 
one hour, much leſs would they 
confidently to rheir Beds, withoutÞ 
or horror, being ſo near the Pits bÞ" 
and lying in the danger of ſo greataF" 
For what would it prefit a May to gan | 
whole world, and loſe his Soul ? wiff 
fore, wharſocver become of all of 
things, Jet us all have a ſpecial] car" 
the Salvation of our own pre 
Souls : T 
Secondly, Our heads are h1'dF gl 
care how we ſhall live in this Wy! 
when our Souls ſhould be more ing) 
tive how we ſhall live out of the wþ" 
for what matter 1s it, how (hon th 
ſtock of proviſions be here , when 
are breaking up houſe, and on the , 
of departing 2? A Man that'come F* 
7on, ifhe meet with hard fare, q®. 
Lodging, i it hever troubles him, fapetic 
ſays he, bur for a night, ſhall aw: 


[11] 
horrow ; {o our habitations in this 
&yorld, are but as Jonahs Gourd, they 
e--helter us bur (as it were) for a night : 
nid care not for Mans day (laith the Apo=- 
-y $1:) and 1n truth, wherein is it to be 
ugarded ? what is it to that God with 
« bom we muſt Live for ever 2 therefore 
,t,rt we not Whether our Sails be high 


all s 
low, or what vain men think of us, 


Dy d what we ſhall be thought of in that 


carf$ngdom, where we muſt live and a- 
wy for ever. 

Thirly. Did Faith give Men as clear 
1 24 Ught of ſpiricual things, as ſence doth 
. we<mporal, what manner of lives would 
 ingFey l1ve? how would they be exalted 
he wile world above the world? I have 
(honÞ{) 1ays one, the favour of ſuch and ſuctr 
ves men, but is there not ten thouſand 
| theÞ® more ſweetneſs in the favour of 
net d? Death ſaith another, has bereav'd 
e,0 of my Wife, Children, Friends and 

{pations, a1d whatever was near or 
unto me ; Well, but is nor-the au- 
thor 


5 
aw? 


t what the eternal God thinks of us, 


{]'\ 
it ; 
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author of all ourComforts alive {t11l?; 

will not the light of the Sun contentk 
though all our Candles be put out ; cis 
up, bare: Chriſt is wealth enough; 
God be our portion, we enjuy ink 
ly more then the World can lend us; 
all creature comforts have but their mg, 
ſure & proportion of goognels 1n thay 
no. Creature, hath all good in, 
Cloaths ferve ro warm us, Meats to.ng 
riſh-us, Houſes to ſhelter us, Phy ficlg 
Recover us, but God hath all goody, 
himſelf; he is ſight to the Blind, heth,, 
to the Sick, liberty to the Captive; | I 
to them that ſit in Darkneſs, 'all rh 
to all Men, They that put their trullecy 
the Lord, ſaith David, ſhall. wantShg 
manner of thing that is good, T lifge 
very 'full, no manner of thing toafig 
good; Mark what God ſaid ro Ybrak 1h 
T am thy exceeding great Reward : att 
ceeding great Reward to, his Pedflat + 
When you take in any Creature-Chhlid 
forts, you. do but {ip at Gods Boulhig: 
but when you taſte of God himlſcllÞ hi 


' 


' 
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uStenyou have a fullneſs 1ndeed ! 7a 2hy 
ClBrefence is fullneſs of joy, and at thy right 
1 Yaad are pleaſures for evermore. 
ny '4, :We carry Immortal Souls about 
S3;, and therefore we ſhould have Im- 
' Mortal Aims, and Immortal Ends. 
Uyhen Satan ſhall render any thing as 
11 Svely co thy apprehenſion, ſay to him: ; 
o.0Yfll thy pleaſure, thy ſecurity, thy 
Ike, to which thou inviteſt my Soul, 
ide forever 4 I catinot be hapyy bur. 
San Eternal good : that which muſt 
; Mipall che Chinks of my Soul, muſt 
Ta pure good, a total good, and an 
zalgood. If the gand I doenjoy, 
Fnotipure;: and all goed: then ſome- 
Jo mufſtbe wanting, and tliere will 
l | vgemegn ; and thoughir be pure 
Pall good, yet if not unchahgeably 


th 


bra 


alyttien it 4s but like a Candle, which 
Peflatt will be extingaiſhed 5 and rhe 
c-Ullideration that ir muſt.end, will di- 
Bouih my happineſs, and abate my 
ſell bur ſure am, my-:Saviours Goun- 
$ ledtiand ſaving, and incloſeth 
B fullneis 


W 
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fullneſs of Comfort in it; Labotr$ 
for the meat which periſheth, but for 
which exdureth to Eternal Life. Si 
a Portion may be had in Diamagt; 
why ſhould I ſet my Heart on La, 
ber ? 

5. Some begin tolive, wheat 
are about to dye, and this Eſtat y 
perilous ; for ſome dye before thay 
gin tolive , and this Eſtate is & 
rate; the (peedieſt work is (ſafeſt, 
thou tradelt for Eternity. Top 
providence, 15 eften ſeconded wit 
verlaſting Repentance. Many if 
are, who run headlong and bliak; 
to their long home, like the Rich bot 
ton in the Goſpel, which never 
to open his Eyes and look upwark, 
he was ia torment. . All the wikh;, 
lived on Earth, his Eyes were (hg? 
and when it was too late, namely, 
he was thrown to Hell, then heF; 
to look upwards and abour hin ” 
many in this our Age goon 104; 
ling and catie way, and are neydF- 


Mn 


Va 
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klethat they are out of the way, till 
They arrive at the end of their journy ; 
for it the miſery lies in the cloſe of the 
Fay : for our of the Pit there is no Re- 
Mmption ; when once the Soul is ſplit 
ns ipon this Rock, it giyes to the world 
[io Everlaſting farewel, according to 
enihatof Job, Cap. vii. 9g. As the Clud 
I eniſperh and goeth away, ſo he that 00th 
they wn to the Grave ſhalt come Hp 20 more 10 
n "Jis Houſe, nzither ſhall his place know hin 
————  - | 
NF 7. It is recorded of L1zarus, that af- 
tus Reſurrection from the Dead, he 


WI 


RY Frns never ſeen to laugh, the ream of 
Dis affections were now turned into a- 
chiEther Channel: his Thoughts were 
Ver Ixtia Heaven, tho?.his Body were on 
VIEirth, and therefore he could not bus 
- WiYlight Temporal thiogs, when his 
© "Fioughts' were upon Eternal, O thac 
Ive could but work our hearts and 
Finds to a vehement thirſt after Chriſt! 
mit Chriſt be our End,our Joy ſhall be 
210 Endlels, FI 

dds B 2 8. The 
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8. The Mind of Man is ſo much th/, 
more ſenfibte of the Evil preſent, b 
how much the leſs it meditates: on' tif 
g00J to come : for he that books afr 
wards the Reward will villifie the fubh, 
ferings. St. Auguſtine runs ſweetly 
his Meditations on this lubject. Et i 
nil Labour, la\th he, 7s but. an equal Cu 
pen) (atzon for nt But if T 
ih wide endure this Eternal Labou 
thou couidett never arrivearthat Ende ri 
nal Rett : therefore hath the mercyſpyu 
fi ad ordained t! —= {orrows to be tem " 
om rt thy joys may be Eternal ; 


Navy th he, m ho is th re that ehinkh. © 7 


C74 AS ates Sach thoug hts e & 
rl —_— us , but for temporal Vapgre 
tics we think on them with Deli: Gy. 
end Enjo) 'y uy with Contentmeapive 
iz farther, fanh he, look in and dyoid 
w_ MF os e w EP theu art, God hath wi; 
*n thy Nt ferils axa thongh he [ifſtlet 
| Tec (- WET AL 2 fo 1 Calculition) 4 \ mi 


31320, 30s W134 i; 2s the longefls time of ' ag 
bo Erereity 7 ge, hough thou fbodfrh 
/ . b {ng 


£17]. 
thi/orpthe es" 014t. thy diys to many hunared- of 
p M1:ars, pet ff: 1 thou ge I raft! ory, and ex-. 
thippſed to the crm man conaitt ron of «ll Mes. 
5 hf: v {1x thy El ar tion God,” ard ſo ev1 ytng 
> fubhut Eternity, then {halt make thy jeif E- 
lySerz«/ : and be not dilcouraged for thy 
Etahribulation 10 this: worid, tor ſuch 1s 
Cfbods Love towards his-Eleft, that he 
thilorrects them, to-the-end they might 
poker be Condemned with the world 
Emereafrer. Be not therefore (I ſay) caſt 
rcyÞown with any croſſes whattoever , 
:myuarmay befal rhee-mm tis like : for the 
- Wines that arepreſent are tempork”, « but 
inkt * thinss to come are Eternal; When 
t5 Je kerhe friends of this world, 'the ea- 
Vigr:embraces of the comforts of. this 
eliffe, upon every ſummons of Death, 
rmepiveto defer, what they can't urterly 
:4 «od, :thetr Corporal Diiſolution : :0 
zathhw great care, what diligence, what 
he [Pets endeavours ſhould weule, that 
) «Emight live for ever! Ler us again 
of Fagain meditate on theſe-things, and 
tho htuc care forelce Eternity, before 


17.4. we 


we unexpectedly fall into it. Certay 
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It is, all rhihgs paſs awayin this]ifs 
only Eternity hath no period , lety 
tedeem the time, and work while 1 | 
have the day; for if we neglect gol! 
Duties here, we ſhall never regainth 
like opportunity hereafter. ' '. - 
This Life, faith Nezianzer, is ul * 
were our Fair-day, onr Market-day, let F 
mow buy what we want, while the Fair| h 
while we heve time, let us dy good ant) 
Men. Happy is that Man that ſol 
here, that the remembrance of his we 
ſpent L ife, may yield him Joy herd; 
tet. 
' 9. Death isthe ending of ourd : X 
not of our life ; for 'whenour dayh 
cloſe,' and our time ſhall beno m 3 


then ſhall our Death condue us! > 


— — ht. 


of 
- 


Life; which wil laſt for all Etern 
for we dyc not here to dye, but toÞ- + 
for ever , therefore the beft Guided 
Life,is the Conſideration of our De 
ind he alone leads a Life anſwerat 


his Chriſtian Profeſſion, who day) 


T9] 
pesto leave it, Methinks is ſtrange 
Vie) en ſhould be fo induſtrou/ly archi 
to avoid their Deaths, and lo careleſly 
-improvident of the Life ro come; when 
| z3 nothing makes Death bad, but that 
nh Eſtate which follows it : but the rea- 
| ſon is, we are ſpiritually blind, and ſee 
Inot, nor know, in this our day;the 
things that belongs to our peace; we - 
hive naturally neither fight nor feeling 
ofthe Joys ro come: But when God 
(all enlighten the Darkneſs of our 
"Minds, and reveal his Son to us, when 
'Jonce the Day dawneth, and that Day- 
1 Star ariſeth in our Hearts ; Oh then 
Jour Death will be our Joy and the re- 
ay $oycing of our Hearts, tlien ſhall we in - 
© ml '. flaitely delire to be diſſolved and be 
vith Chriſt, 


br u 


let 
ir Lt 
ant! 


liy 
hed 


It wy ToComelude, Let us therefore'with 

on -Unwearied endeavours labour to 
Y bring Chriſt home to our Hearts, 
P i 


and to keep him there. Let us 


day) dye | 


20? 


dye to our (elves and our 'It 
Here, that ſo 1a the world tac 
we may-EEverlaſtingly Live 
Chriſt, and in him, with+the $; 
in Glory, for ever and eyer..um 


